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Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) – Pan-Lancashire Multi Agency Pathway for 
Adults Identified At Risk of or have suffered FGM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Professional has concerns that a 
woman 18 years of age or over is 
at risk of FGM. Click here for multi- 
agency statutory guidance.  

Where there is a risk to life or likelihood of serious immediate harm including pending FGM 
professionals should report without delay to the police, including dialling 999 as appropriate. 

Make adult safeguarding referral to Customer Access 
Service or the Local authority safeguarding adult team 
by contacting: 

Lancashire 0300 123 6721.                                   
Blackpool   01253 477592                                                   
Blackburn with Darwen 01254 585949 

  

 

 

                           

Section 42 enquiry is recommended. 
Appropriate professional to complete an 

assessment. 

 

The alert is referred to Mash /Safeguarding Team 
depending on local arrangements to start an initial 
Section 42 Enquiry. 

Strategy discussion to take place with Police, social 
care, health and any other relevant professionals 
and consider making safeguarding personal (MSP) 
and MCA. 

Consider full Section 42 enquiry. Care Act (2014), 
and any criminal investigations that may need 
initiating. Consider:  

• FGM protection Order.  
• Other adult females associated with the 

woman with care & support needs 
• Referral to Lancashire Victim Support 

and/or specialist FGM charities. 
• Children associated with the woman 

who may also be at risk see safeguarding 
children FGM pathway 

 

If FGM is confirmed or suspected, consider forensic 
medical and follow local procedures.  

If not, health professionals to refer to GP for 
onward referrals for appropriate treatment of 
physical and psychological assessment. 

Adult Services /Social Care to assess care and 
support needs and any specialist cultural support 
from voluntary agencies, and Lancashire Victim 
support. Consider referral to Advocacy as 
appropriate. 

 

 

Review Strategy meeting(s) as required and 
safeguarding plan 

Consider a referral to police discuss with 
agency Safeguarding Lead. Police to follow 
statutory guidance and legislation and 
consider criminal investigation, FGM 
protection order, referral  to Lancashire 
Victim support and the safeguarding of 
any other female adults or children 
(<18yrs)  associated with this woman who 
may also be at risk of FGM  Yes 

No 

Does the 
woman 
have care 
and 
support 
needs? 

 

If professionals identify a woman with FGM they must consider her physical and psychological health needs 
and refer as necessary, including to her GP. In addition the risk to any female children associated with her 
must be considered, follow the safeguarding children FGM pathway. Consideration of other associated risks 
such as Honour Based Abuse and Forced marriage should also be considered. Health professionals must also 
contact their safeguarding FGM lead for data recording purposes. click here for department of health FGM 
safeguarding pathway. FGM is illegal in the UK and extremely harmful and is a form of domestic abuse and 
violence against women and girls. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/746560/6-1914-HO-Multi_Agency_Statutory_Guidance_on_FGM__-_MASTER_V7_-_FINAL_-_Amended081018.pdf
http://panlancashirescb.proceduresonline.com/pdfs/fgm_path_chld.pdf
http://panlancashirescb.proceduresonline.com/pdfs/fgm_path_chld.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/746560/6-1914-HO-Multi_Agency_Statutory_Guidance_on_FGM__-_MASTER_V7_-_FINAL_-_Amended081018.pdf
http://panlancashirescb.proceduresonline.com/pdfs/fgm_path_chld.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/542650/FGM_Flowchart.pdf

